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Dear Families,

As we enter the second month of staying safe at home, I have been trying to spend more
of my time focusing on the things for which I am grateful. Something that I surprisingly
enjoy and appreciate has been watching the flowers grow. Last spring it felt like one day
the ground and trees were bare, and then suddenly there were blooms everywhere.
Because of the slower pace of life right now and the fact that everything outside of my
kitchen window is suddenly so fascinating, I have been able to really observe the
transformation of my backyard. At the end of March there was just a little bit of green in
our garden, then small shoots, then there were daffodils for Easter and just today our first
tulip bloomed! Everyday I look for new, beautiful changes happening all around me.

The blooms in my backyard are especially beautiful because they surround my family's
Virgin Mary statue. We rescued her from a trash bin a few years ago and she has been
gracing our garden ever since. May is traditionally the month of Mary where we, as
Catholics, show our love and appreciation to our Good Mother through praying the Rosary
and holding May Crowning celebrations.

In this time of pandemic, "Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has announced the U.S. bishops will join the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops May 1 in consecrating the two nations to the
care of the Blessed Mother, under the title “Mary, Mother of the Church." This will give us
the opportunity to pray for Our Lady’s continued protection of the vulnerable, healing of
the unwell and wisdom for those who work to cure this terrible virus."

This month, to participate in calling on our Mother Mary to help us at this time, I invite your
family to do something special to honor Mary, Mother of the Church. Below you will find
some resources for how to do a May Crowning at home and tips for praying the Rosary as
a family. We will also share more resources on our Facebook page.

May Issue of Take Out: Family Faith On The Go: Includes articles about Mother
Mary and Pentecost

How to Talk to Kids about Mary
Facing New and Uncertain Situations Like Mary: A Family Faith-Sharing Guide

Video: May Crowning at Home

https://osvnews.com/2020/04/23/bishops-of-u-s-canada-will-consecrate-their-nations-to-mary-may-1/?utm_campaign=KTF200426&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://osv2015.uberflip.com/i/1236690-may-2020/0?m4=
https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-blessed-virgin-mary-monthly-devotion-for-may/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2020/04/facing-new-and-uncertain-situations-like-mary/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+loyolapress%2Fcj+%28Catechist%27s+Journey%29
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2020/04/pop-up-catechesis-may-crowning-at-home/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+loyolapress%2Fcj+%28Catechist%27s+Journey%29
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/families/reflections-mass-explore-4-flg/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/


May Crowning A Reflection on a Marian Celebration

Video: Praying the Rosary as a Family
13 Tips for Praying the Rosary with Kids
Rosary Craft Activities
Pope's Prayers for End of Pandemic to be Recited after the Rosary

More Great Marian Resources

If your family does something special to honor Mary, be sure to fill out an Explore 4 At
Home Reflection and if you can, send me some pictures. I would love to see them!

All May Faith Formation events are cancelled and the Parish and Faith Formation
Offices are closed until further notice. The Faith Formation staff is working hard at
home and are checking emails and voicemails. Please be patient and give us a few

days to respond to all messages.

Below you will find information about 2020-2021 Faith Formation Registration, an
important Totus Tuus update, and reminders about due dates for family reflections and
eLearning and at home assignments.

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding at this time. Please let us know
if you have any questions or just need someone to talk to or pray with. The Faith
Formation staff and I are praying for you and your family constantly.

Peace and Easter Hope,
Katie Neu
Director of LifeLong Faith Formation

2020-2021 Faith Formation Registration Now Open

Registration Paperwork is now available on the St. Jude website
We are currently accepting registration by email, mail or in person when the office
reopens. We also have a black drop box that is placed outside of the parish office
Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-2:00 pm.
Tuition payments can now be made online by credit card or electronic check. Please
contact Berni Kacor (bkacor@stjudes.org) at the Faith Formation Office before
making a payment online.
Once the Faith Formation Office reopens, you can come in to pick up pre-filled family

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/scripture-and-tradition/devotions/may-crowning-reflection-on-a-marian-celebration/?utm_source=ces-par&utm_medium=email&utm_content=mary2020&utm_campaign=seasonmail2020
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2020/04/pop-up-catechesis-praying-the-rosary-as-a-family/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+loyolapress%2Fcj+%28Catechist%27s+Journey%29
https://teachingcatholickids.com/13-tips-for-praying-the-rosary-with-kids/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/09/rosary-craft-activities/?utm_source=ces-par&utm_medium=email&utm_content=mary2020&utm_campaign=seasonmail2020
https://osvnews.com/2020/04/25/pope-composes-prayers-for-end-of-pandemic-to-be-recited-after-rosary/?utm_campaign=KTF200426&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-activities/resource-collections/marian-resources/?utm_source=ces-par&utm_medium=email&utm_content=mary2020&utm_campaign=seasonmail2020
http://stjudes.org/explore-4-at-home-grades-1-8/
mailto:bkacor@stjudes.org


registration packets that were not able to be picked up in March.

Click here to Print Registration
Paperwork

The Diocese of Joliet Vocations Office
has decided to cancel Totus Tuus for

this summer.

Registration is closed and families who
have already registered will be refunded

their payments.

Be on the lookout for summer family faith
activities!

Mission Trips & Service Events

With a heavy heart, we have to inform you
that our IMPACT and Catholic Heart
WorkCamp mission trips have been

cancelled for this summer.

However, as soon as it’s safe to do so,
St. Jude will plan local, one-day service

adventures for this summer! Please continue to pray for the parishioners
of Sacred Heart Church in Hopkins Park

and the people of Our Lady of the Angels in
Puerto Rico!

Family ReflectionsFamily Reflections

We ask that all family Mass,
Explore 4, or Explore 4 At Home

Reflections are turned in by
May 29th.

Looking for inspirational movies?
Click this link to sign up for Formed if you

haven’t already.
www.stjudesfaith.formed.org

Type in your name and email address and
click NEXT.  At the top of the page,

click MOVIES.  (It’s like Catholic Netflix for free!)  
We highly encourage you to watch a Saint movie

—they’re awesome!

http://stjudes.org/families/registration/
http://www.stjudesfaith.formed.org/


Elementary Children and
Family Ministry

Families were asked to do online eAssessments in place of textbook Unit Reviews
for Unit 6 and Unit 7.

The links to these eAssessments, and other great resources, were emailed to families in
late March and early April.

We ask that all Unit Reviews and eAssessments are completed by May 29th.

All First Eucharist Masses have been postponed.

We are waiting on direction from the Diocese of Joliet and the Governor of Illinois in
regards to when we can resume public Masses and parish events. 

At this time, we do not know when we will be able to gather in large groups and therefore
cannot give you any definite dates. We will notify families once First Eucharist Masses and

practices have been rescheduled.

Junior High Youth Ministry

8th grade teens are asked to submit their Confirmation Prep #3 home lesson worksheet
(to be completed with their sponsor) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

7th & 8th grade teens are asked to submit the April session home lesson
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

As a reminder, participating in all three parts of a YM Live-Stream Gathering can count as
a missed JHYM session. See below for more information.

Please email ESullivan@stjudes.org to submit your paperwork and home lessons.

The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation has been postponed.

We are waiting on direction from the Diocese of Joliet and the Governor of Illinois in
regards to when we can resume public Masses and parish events. 

At this time, we do not know when we will be able to gather in large groups and therefore
cannot give you any definite dates. We will notify families once Confirmation Masses and

practices have been rescheduled.

We encourage all students & families to continue practicing their faith through Live-
Streaming Mass, online prayer experiences, at home stewardship projects, and Virtual

Youth Ministry Gatherings. 

We encourage teens to fill out Mass and Stewardship/Explore 4 reflections when they do
those things!  

http://ESullivan@stjudes.org
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/suggestions-for-at-home-activities/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/ff-mass-reflection-online-form-jhym/
http://ac47c81d2fd43d445875-42b9739ed74a52bd096aec1d76ef96c6.r34.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/s/0e9242444_1568497523_stewardship-packet-2019-20.pdf
http://stjudes.org/explore-4-at-home-grades-1-8/


High School Youth Ministry



We continue to have QUEST at weekly Zoom gatherings.

All HS teens (and 8th graders starting HS in the fall) are welcome to be part of the
conversation. Matthew Krumdrick & Quest adults are available during the chat.

If you have any questions about these virtual gatherings, please feel free to call/text
Matthew at 630-730-1368 or email him at MatthewK@stjudes.org! 

Our next scheduled time is May 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm

Faith Formation Staff Contact Information
Katie Neu - Director of Lifelong Faith Formation
815-463-4291
kneu@stjudes.org

Sarah Gibbons - Coordinator of Family Faith
Formation Grades Pre-K to 6
815-463-4223
sgibbons@stjudes.org

Berni Kacor - Catechetical Support Associate
815-463-4262
bkacor@stjudes.org

Denise Boisvert - Director of Parish Outreach
815-463-4292
dboisvert@stjudes.org

Matthew Krumdrick - Director of Junior & High
School Youth Ministry
630-730-1368
matthewk@stjudes.org

Jenny Krumdrick - Youth & Discipleship
Coordinator
815-514-0051
jenkrumdrick@yahoo.com

Eilish Sullivan - Youth Ministry Assistant
815-463-4260
esullivan@stjudes.org

Follow us on social media!
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